LIFE  ON  THE  RESERVATION-,^ 

I  ho  reservation  Indian  is  bet  ommg  less  self  suffic  lent  and  more  depend 
out  upon  wh.it  lie  tails  the  Great  White  Father  in  Washington." 

Instead  nl  (reedotn  the  Indian  has  government  guaranteed  "security  " 
instead  < ><  individual  responsibility,  he  has  a  government  bureau  to 
handle  his  personal  allairs.  I  here  are  special  laws  governing  his  right 
to  own  land  and  to  spend  ti dial  tnones  Under  that  svstem  of  bond 
age  it  should  sutptise  no  one  to  find  that  many  thousands  o(  In 
dians  has e  remained  uneduiated,  hungry,  diseased,  and  mismanaged. 

t ROM  H  ards  of  The  Government 

tun l.tied  in  terms  of  the  lowest  common  denomi 
ti.ttoi.  the  weakest  Indian.  In  addition,  the  pro 
stsioiis  of  i  lie  government  lor  the  Welfare"  and 
set  tints'  ol  the  Indians  n  move  the  consequences 
from  their  sinning  and  irres|»onsibilit\  The  result 
is  a  Ik  eti se  to  it  responsihilits,  which  all  the  touted 
government  projects  tannot  counteract. 

\ nd  I  believe  the  results  would  Ire  no  better  for 
the  best  hundred  or  thousand  persons  selected 
from  .on  society,  after  a  generation  or  so  of  the 
same  kind  ol  'welfare  '  and'  security"  government. 

I  here  are  mans  men  in  the  Indian  Service  who 
are  situerels  and  earnest  1\  using  to  improve  the 
Indians  wellate.  I  'lies  are.  however,  faced  with 
this  constant  dilemma  All  their  zealous  and 
patient  efforts  to  help  the  Indian  simple  tend  to 
become  another  milch  that  the  Indian  depends 
on  Those  Indians  who  have  become  progressive 
and  independent  apparentls  have  done  so  be¬ 
cause  of  personal  and  religious  factors  totally 
unrelated  to  the  government  program. 
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AS  A  MISSION AKS  lo  lilt  INDIANS,  I  find  SOlir 
.  warnings  undcrscoied  bs  ms  clails  expert 
ence  One  of  the  surest  consequences  ol  a  govern 
me n l  of  "welfare"  and  "set  writs  is  the  rapid 
decline  and  death  ol  res|»onsibiliiy  and  i  barac  ter 
W'hatevei  the  pre-reservation  Indian  was.  and 
Ins  faults  were  real,  be  was  able  to  take  care  ol 
himself  and  had  a  character  becoming  to  bis  oil 
lure  and  religion  lit  vs.is  a  responsible  person. 
Codas  be  is  lat  trout  that  1  he  vst etc  lied  sec  tints 
lie  lias  had.  beginning  with  the  food  and  clothing 
dole  ol  carls  sears,  designed  to  enforce  the  testa 
Nation  svstem  and  clestros  Indian  tesistance.  has 
sapped  him  ol  chatacter.  I  lit  average  Indian 
knows  that  lie  can  gamble  and  drink  away  Ins 
earnings  and  still  be  sure  that  his  house  and  land 
will  remain  his  own,  and.  with  Ins  hunting  rights, 
lie  can  alwass  eke  out  some  kind  of  existence. 

Government  men  too  often  hamper  and  tin 
pede  the  man  with  initiative  and  character  1  bis 
is  because  their  program  inevitable  must  be  for 


